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Out in the Field

Office Updates

General Administration
• Maintained BQRAP office – communications, 
   technical and administrative 
• Ongoing administration – budget management, 
   agreements, contracts, proposals, reports
• Filled 2 positions – Community Based Social Marketing 
   Program Coordinator, BQRAP Technical Coordinator
• Production and launching of an online library of 
   BQRAP documentation
• Distributed 1 RFP – Phosphorus Management Strategy
• Coordinated  monitoring, technical and science 
   projects on the Bay of Quinte
• Maintained 5 Technical Working Groups (fish 
   contaminants (BUI#1), fish & wildlife (BUI#3,14),  
   lower food web & water quality (BUI#6, 8, 9,10,11,13)) to   
   evaluate BUI status 
• Workplan development

Meetings
• 6 Restoration Council meetings 
• 4 Delisting Steering Committee meetings
• 9 Technical Working Group meetings
• 3 Phosphorus Management Strategy meetings
• Phosphorus Model Review Workshop
• 2 Habitat Enhancement Program meetings
• 8 BQRAP administration meetings
• 3 BQRAP team meetings (LTC & QC)
• 4 CBSM  meetings – phosphorus

Communications
• 2 speaker series events – April and  October
• Community Wildlife Monitoring Workshop
• Living Green in Quinte 
• Habitat Enhancement Program promotion
• Photo Contest with a Twist – show opening in July 
• Participated in Quinte Children’s Water Festival 
• Participated in the Hastings County Plowing match
• 2 semi-annual newsletters
• 12 monthly e-newsletters
• BQRAP advertising - Quinte mall
• Radio spots – speaker series, photo contest, Community 
   Wildlife Monitoring Program, Have your say about the Bay, 
   Bay in a new way
• Community-based Social Marketing Pilot Project
• Interviews with local newspaper and on radio – CJBQ. CKWS
• TV interview – Zero P Zero Worries 
• Print ads - EMC, Picton Gazette, Napanee Beaver, 
   Intelligencer
• 12 press releases
• On-line library 
• BQRAP on Facebook and Twitter
• Information requests – university & college students, 
   teachers, public

Conferences
• SLRIES Conference
• 2012 Great Lakes Area of Concern RAP Implementation  
   Workshop

Technical Projects and Monitoring
• Project Quinte ecosystem monitoring at long-term 
   offshore stations
• Collected water samples for e-coli and human sewage 
   DNA marker analysis at four RAP beaches and open 
   water locations in the bay
• Collected water samples for algal communities and toxin  
   analysis at four RAP beaches and open water locations in  
   bay (funded through Ontario Drinking Water 
   Source Protection Program)
• Annual offshore fish population monitoring
• Monitored fish, wildlife and habitat in Sawguin Marsh
• Monitored aquatic invertebrates, water quality, and 
   submerged aquatic vegetation in fifteen coastal wetlands in  
   the Bay of Quinte
• Monitored near-shore fish communities using electrofishing
• Monitored water temperatures for Fish Habitat Model
• Bay of Natural Heritage Strategy development
• Monitoring of Big Island Marsh for baseline data
• Undertook rehabilitation work in Big Island Marsh
• Peer review of phosphorus model – workshop March 2012
• Updated criteria for BUIs 3&14 accepted by Restoration  
   Council

Presentations
• 2 Grade 8 classes at Pinecrest Elementary
• Queen’s University CIVL 370 class
• Waterlutions Workshop
• Lake Ontario Biodiversity Strategy – CA Implementation 
   Workshop

Healthy Bay • Healthy Community

From April to November the RAP team 
and various partners are out in the field 
collecting monitoring data. This data gives 
us the scientific evidence to evaluate the 
status of the environmental problems that 
put the Bay on the “Area of Concern” list. 
The RAP is fortunate to have both federal, 
provincial and local agencies monitoring 
different aspects of the Bay’s ecosystem. 
Federally, Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
has a 30 year history of monitoring the 
Bay.  This continuous long term monitoring 
is extremely important to establishing 
trends in ecosystem response to a variety 
of challenges. Provincially, the Ministry 
of Natural Resources, monitors the Bay’s 
fishery and provides the RAP with technical 
expertise in this area. These are only two 
of the numerous partners the RAP relies 
on for its monitoring needs and expertise.  
Other partners include: Environment 
Canada, Ministry of the Environment and 
Conservation Authorities.

Mary Gunning, BQRAP Environmental Technician

Least Bittern - a Species at Risk

Summer monitoring crew from Quinte Conservation



Beneficial Use Impairments of the Bay of Quinte                                                    
(Bay of Quinte RAP Stage 2 Report, 1993)                                                                                                                                       
# Beneficial Use Impairment Stage 2 Status Current Status
1 Restrictions on fish and wildlife consumption Impaired Review status of BUI
3 Degradation of fish and wildlife populations Impaired Review status of BUI
4 Fish tumours and other deformities Needs Assessment Not Impaired - 2010
6 Degradation of benthos Impaired Review status of BUI
7 Restrictions on dredging activities Impaired Not Impaired - 2012
8 Eutrophication or undesirable algae Impaired Review status of BUI
9 Restrictions on drinking water or taste and odour 

problems
Impaired Review status of BUI

10 Beach closures Impaired Review status of BUI
11 Degradation of aesthetics Impaired Review status of BUI
13 Degradation of phytoplankton and zooplankton 

populations
Impaired Review status of BUI

14 Loss of fish and wildlife habitat Impaired Review status of BUI

Environmental Challenges = Beneficial Use Impairments

Zero P Zero Worries Osprey Cam

There are a total of 14 environmental challenges identified for Areas of Concern. The Bay of Quinte has 
11 environmental challenges. These are known as beneficial use impairments in the Remedial Action Plan 
process. The Bay of Quinte Remedial Action Plan, and its partners, are successfully undertaking actions to 
rehabilitate the Bay. The status of BUI #4 & #7 has been changed to unimpaired.

 

TECHNICAL WORKING GROUPS (TWGs) ARE DIVIDED BY ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES (BUIs) THERE ARE FIVE GROUPS

Fish Consumption Technical Working Group
BUI #1: Restrictions on Fish Consumption

Fish & Wildlife Technical Working Group
BUI #3 : Degradation of Fish & Wildlife Population
BUI #14: Loss of Fish & Wildlife Habitat

Benthos Technical Working Group
BUI #6 : Degradation of Benthos

Bio-Monitoring & Lower Food Web Technical Working Group
BUI #8 : Eutrophication or Un-desirable Algae
BUI #11: Degradation of Aesthetics
BUI #13: Degradation of Phytoplankton and Zooplankton Populations

Water Quality Technical Working Group
BUI #9 : Restrictions on Drinking Water Consumption
BUI #10: Beach Closings

Technical Working Groups Update 

Environmental Commissioner - Gord Miller

Each of the TWGs are comprised of experts in the related fields. The TWGs are administered through Lower Trent 
Conservation. Over the past year, the TWGs have been working at evaluating and revising the environmental 
challenges criteria and over half are complete. This process will ensure the scientific evidence necessary to 
change the status of the environmental challenges, is quantifiable and defensible. The Restoration Council will 
make decisions as to the status of the environmental challenges and then a public consultation will be held for 
community input. This will help determine the next steps in removing the Bay’s Area of Concern status.

The Environmental Commissioner of Ontario, Gord 
Miller participated in the BQRAP speaker series. He 
spoke about adapting to climate change. That same 
evening, the Back to the Bay award was presented 
to Jim Kelleher for all his year’s of work with the RAP.

We’re not 
talking about 
e-coli problems!
We’re talking about too 

much algae in the Bay  

of Quinte from the over 

use of Phosphorus  

Lawn Fertilizers.

For More Information: 
zeropzeroworries.ca

   My lawn won’t cause
 Beach Closures   My lawn won’t cause
 Beach Closures
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How can I help  
the Bay oF QuInte?

Using Phosphorus-Free Lawn  
Fertilizer!  10-0-5
Fertilizing according to the  
directions on the bag.
Using organic lawn  
fertilizers.
Using corn gluten that  
naturally kills problem  
weeds.
Not fertilizing before  
a rainstorm or before 
watering my lawn.

Bay of Quinte Interpreted

Bay of Quinte Interpreted Art Show - Quinte area artists 
interpreted the winning photos from our photo contest, in 
a variety of media. There was: jewellery, oils, watercolours, 
mixed media, digital and fabric art. The show was open 
to the public for a month.

Zero P Zero Worries, was 
a Community-Based 
Social Marketing (CBSM) 
project to reduce the 
use of lawn fertilizers 
containing phosphorus 
because of its 
detrimental impact on 
the Bay of Quinte water, 
wildlife, and habitat 
qualities. Lawn fertilizers 
are frequently overused 
and the nutrients, 
especially phosphorus, 
contribute to excess 
algae and plant growth 
in the Bay of Quinte. 

CBSM is a type 
of educational  
information campaign 
that aims to foster 
sustainable behaviour. 

A live streaming video camera was placed on 
a local Osprey nest. The birds produced three 
healthy fledglings.  It was interesting to watch 
the young birds grow and develop the skills 
they would need to survive. We ran a contest 
to name the fledglings and the winning names 
were: Ozzie, Ophelia and Oscar.  You can 
watch the Ospreys at www.bqrap.ca

L to R : Terry Murphy, GM Quinte Conservation, Gord Miller, 
Jim Kelleher retired GM Lower Trent Conservation 

Tina Osborne 

Cynthia Solomon 

Daryl Lalonde - October Sunset

Carole Pattingale - Nice fish!


