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The Bay of Quinte Remedial Action Plan (BQRAP) Restoration Council is pleased to announce that
another environmental challenge, identified for the Bay of Quinte, has received official confirmation
from the federal and provincial governments of a status change to unimpaired. The challenge is:
Degradation of aesthetics.

How do we define aesthetics for the Bay? In the Remedial Action Plan(RAP), the criteria states:
Nearshore surface waters of the Bay of Quinte are free of any substance due to human activity that
produces a persistent objectionable deposit, unnatural colour or turbidity or unnatural odour (for
instance, oil slick or surface scum).

Monitoring staff from Quinte Conservation and Lower Trent Conservation collected water samples from
a total of 215 sites around the Bay. The water samples were evaluated on: clarity, colour, odour and
debris. These 4 categories were each assigned a score based on the observed conditions, an overall
score above 9 is considered excellent. In 2018 and 2019, the Bay achieved scores of 9.5 and 9.8
(Excellent) respectively.

Now, eight of an original eleven environmental challenges have been deemed unimpaired. The three
remaining challenges are in the process of either having final reports compiled or a final analysis of the
scientific data. After all eleven environmental challenges have completed the formal status change
process, the Bay of Quinte can be removed from the Great Lakes Areas of Concern list.

“These are exciting times for the Bay of Quinte Restoration Council. After several decades of
rehabilitation in the Bay, we have changed the status of a number of the environmental challenges.
Now, it is important to ensure strategies are in place, so the Bay doesn’t revert to conditions that
required a remedial action plan originally,” says Rhonda Bateman, CAO of Lower Trent Conservation and
Co-chair of the BQRAP Restoration Council.

“The Bay of Quinte is a huge economic driver for the area and the source of drinking water for
thousands of area residents. Reaching this milestone in rehabilitating the Bay, is a testament to the
dedication and hard work of our federal, provincial, and municipal partners, as well as, industry,
agriculture, the public, and local conservation authorities,” says Brad McNevin, CAO of Quinte
Conservation and Co-chair of the BQRAP Restoration Council.

As the RAP starts to wind down, the process of ensuring water quality does not revert, to conditions that
required a RAP in the first place, will need to take on a more local focus. Everyone has a role to play in
maintaining the Bay’s water quality. Whether it’s implementing stewardship projects to improve water
quality, advocating for water quality issues, volunteering as a citizen scientist, or talking to your local



politicians and municipalities about actions to keep the Bay a healthy and vibrant ecosystem.
Maintaining water quality is everyone’s responsibility.

The final reports and supporting information can be found on the BQRAP web site — www.bqgrap.ca

The Bay of Quinte Remedial Action Plan is in partnership locally with Lower Trent Conservation and
Quinte Conservation.
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