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BAY OF QUINTE WATERSHED

Today, the Bay of Quinte is a healthy and vibrant ecosystem.Today, the Bay of Quinte is a healthy and vibrant ecosystem.
Now, we must focus on keeping it this wayNow, we must focus on keeping it this way.

LEARN ABOUT BUI #8

The lands that drain into the Bay of Quinte cover 
over 18,000 square kilometres. They stretch north 
to Algonquin Park, south to the north shore of 
Prince Edward County, east to just past Bath and  
west to past Lake Scugog. This is the Bay of Quinte 
watershed. That’s a lot of land and a lot of water. 

Think of watersheds like Matryoshka dolls (stacking 
dolls), you have the larger doll on the outside then 
within are successively smaller dolls. Watersheds 
work the same way. There is the larger Bay of 
Quinte watershed then smaller watershed within it 
and then subwatersheds within them.
 
Technically, a watershed is an area of land that is 
drained by a river and its tributaries into a body of 
water such as a pond, lake, river, or ocean. Think 
about your local creek, river or stream. Where does 
it start? What types of landscapes does it pass 
through and where does it end up? All of the area 

covered is a watershed. Some cross municipal, provincial and even international borders. They come in all shapes 
and sizes and can vary from millions of acres, like the land that drains into the Great Lakes, to a few acres that 
drain into a pond. (Conservation Ontario)

 
Locally, the watersheds that drain into the Bay includes lands drained by the Trent, Moira, Salmon, and Napanee 
rivers and a host of smaller tributaries.  The largest of these rivers is the Trent River. For comparison, it is 4 times 
larger than the Moira River. The sheer volume of water coming down the Trent has a major impact on the Bay’s 
ecosystem.
 
The Trent River watershed encompasses 2,121 square kilometres (kms) . The Trent River, which flows out of Rice 
Lake to the Bay of Quinte at Trenton, is 90 kms (57miles) long and has eight main tributaries and 12 subwatersheds. 
Its elevation changes from 186.5 metres (612 ft) at Rice Lake to 76.5 metres (251 ft) at the Bay of Quinte The 
watershed region also includes a number of smaller watercourses that flow directly into Lake Ontario and the Bay 
of Quinte.
 
The Moira River watershed covers almost 3,000 square kilometres. The Moira rivers source is Jordan Lake in Tudor 
and Cashel Township and it starts at an elevation of 355 metres (1,165 ft) and travels 107 kms (61 miles) to the Bay 
of Quinte for a final elevation of 75 metres (246 ft). It has 31 tributaries and 8 subwatersheds.                          
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FARMERS HELPING POLLINATORS

Here is a great idea to help with erosion and 
support pollinators.

Prairie strips have a phenomenal root system. The 
rule of thumb is, for every foot of plant you see 
above the soil, there is 3 feet of roots below the 
soil surface. So, if you have plants that are 5 feet 
tall, there is 15 feet of roots below the soil. This 
helps stop erosion due to water runoff.
 
The prairie strips provide habitat for butterflies 
and bees. Examples of native plants and grasses 
planted in the strips include black-eyed Susans, 
asters, goldenrod, Canada wild rye, big bluestem, 
switchgrass, milkweed, golden Alexander, bee 
balm, cup plant, butterfly weed, lupine and 
purple prairie clover.

This article has all the details on the benefits of 
establishing a prairie strip: 
https://www.farmprogress.com/conservation/
prairie-strips-prevent-soil-erosion-help-pollinators

We have a grant that can help you establish 
these prairie strips. 
https://www.bqrap.ca/communityprograms/
landownerstewardship/

The Salmon River watershed covers 900 square kilometres. The Salmon River’s source is just south of Mazinaw Lake in 
Bon Echo Provincial Park at an elevation of 198 metres (650 ft). It flows 60 kms (37 miles) to the Bay of Quinte at an 
elevation of 75 metres (246 ft). It has 10 tributaries and 3 subwatersheds.
 
The Napanee River watershed cover 1,000 square kilometres. The Napanee River’s source is Camden Lake in Lennox 
and Addington County at an elevation of 146 metres (479 ft) and it flows 61 kilometres (37 miles) to the Bay of Quinte 
at an elevation of 74 metres (243 ft). It has 9 tributaries and 4 subwatershed
 
As well, Prince Edward County has 3 tributaries (Sawquin, Marsh, and Demorestville Creeks) that flow directly in to the 
Bay.
 
As the rivers flow down to the Bay of Quinte they cross a variety of rural and urban landscapes providing recreational 
opportunities, drinking water sources, and a host of other benefits to the communities along their shores. They are 
also susceptible to numerous practices that can cause serious environmental damage that impacts their water 
quality and that of the Bay of Quinte.
Remember, what happens upstream affects what happens downstream.
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WATER SOLDIER’S SPREAD IN THE BAY MORE EXTENSIVE THAN FIRST THOUGHT.
At the risk of sounding like a broken record. Here is another Water Soldier update. After another month of 
monitoring, the spread of Water Soldier is more extensive than first thought. This plant has been found in 
additional locations in the Bay of Quinte - not good news for the Bay’s ecosystem. This plant is going to cause 
big problems for boaters, fishermen, shoreline property owners, and municipalities.
 
What can you do to help stop the spread? Fishermen, recreational boaters and shoreline property owners 
can learn to identify the plants and report any sightings. When out on the water, fishermen and boaters should 
avoid infested areas, reduce boat speeds so the wake doesn’t dislodge plants and offsets, and inspect their 
boat, trailer, and equipment to en¬sure they don’t move the plant to another waterbody.
 
Everyone is asked to report any sightings of Water Soldier to 1-800-563-7711

You can find out more about water soldier at 
http://www.invadingspecies.com/invaders/aquatic-plants/water-soldier/.



BEFORE THE SNOW FLIES
This is a great time of year to complete all those summer projects you just haven’t had time for.
Septic - Before freeze up, get your septic tank pumped out for free. If you live on the Bay of Quinte shoreline or 
up to 10 kms up a major tributary on the shoreline. Regular maintenance can add years to the life of your system, 
saving you costly repairs and protecting the local environment. 
https://www.bqrap.ca/get-involved-learn/be-septic-savvy/

Livestock Fencing - Complete your livestock fencing this fall and you won’t be rushing around next spring when it 
starts to get crazy busy -  https://www.bqrap.ca/get-involved-learn/rural-stewardship/

Cover Crops - Establishing a cover crop this fall will help keep soil on the fields by reducing erosion issues in the 
spring. https://www.bqrap.ca/get-involved-learn/healthy-soils-program/

Soil Testing - Get your Free soil test this fall and you will have a jump start on spring planting. With the high cost of 
fertilizer, you want to make sure you’re not wasting your money or time adding more than you need for optimal 
productivity. https://www.bqrap.ca/get-involved-learn/healthy-soils-program/


