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A SUMMER OF SCIENCE

It’s summer monitoring season on the Bay. Numerous BQRAP
partner agencies are out-on-the-water monitoring and
collecting data for a variety of water quality indicators like: fish
populations, wetland habitat, phosphorus levels, algae species,
and a host of other indicators.

The Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) is assessing fish
populations as part of their ongoing monitoring of the Bay. They
collect information about species type and abundance. This
includes detailed biological analysis like: length, weight, age,
and taking tissue samples to send for contaminant analysis.
MNR assessment projects are used to compare trends over
time, or compared the Bay to other areas, and evaluate the
overall health of the fish populations in the Bay of Quinte.

Several monitoring programs are implemented through BQRAP
staff and Quinte Conservation.

The Coastal Wetland Monitoring Program, Quinte Conservation
along with the Bay of Quinte Remedial Action Plan (BQRAP) has been monitoring 15 coastal wetlands in the Bay of
Quinte since 2006, sampling water quality, underwater bugs, fish and wildlife, and vegetation. This provides valuable
information for future management and protection of coastal wetlands.

As well, the Bay of Quinte Long-term Monitoring Program, occurs every two weeks from May to October monitoring
for water quality, including algae species and their concentrations, at nine sites around the Bay, from the Murray
Canal to Picton Harbour.

In its 2nd year, is a summer monitoring partnership with the St. Lawrence River Institute to assess baseline levels of
Mercury in wetland sediments. The first year results showed that levels were well below the LEL (lowest effect levels).
There are no known sources of Mercury in the Bay of Quinte. This assessment is being done as an additional line of
evidence for the fish consumption environmental challenge.

This summer, Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters summer students are out on the bay looking for additional
populations of the invasive species Water Soldier. This plant is quickly spreading in the Bay, identifying new
populations means management plans and control measures can be implemented in a timely manner.

Another project is the Bay of Quinte Fish Consumption Survey, which is designed to collect data on what fish species
are caught and consumed from the Bay. The environmental challenge that addresses fish consumption is in the final
phases of data assessment. Part of the assessment is to gather public consumption preferences.

Behind the scenes are a number of other BQRAP partners contributing to the collection, analysis and administration
of these BQRAP projects. Keeping the Bay, a healthy and vibrant ecosystem takes multiple partners collaborating
and implementing a variety of scientific research and monitoring projects.

www.bqrap.ca



FISH CONSUMPTION SURVEY
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Do you fish in the Bay of Quinte?

The Bay of Quinte Remedial Action Plan is conducting a Fish Consumption Survey to collect data on what people
catch and eat from the Bay of Quinte..

You will be entered in to a random draw for a $100.00 Canadian Tire gift card by filling in the survey.

The Bay of Quinte Fish Consumption Survey will only take a couple of minutes to complete.

IMPROVING WATER QUALITY WITH COVER CROPS

Cover crops provide farmers with numerous benefits
like erosion control, added organic matter, increased
infilfration of water, weed suppression etc. If you are
thinking of planting a cover crop this season we have a

*Fger Sou Tesing” : grant that can help.
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https://www.bqrap.ca/get-involved-learn/rural-stewardship/
https://youtu.be/VNoX0a4i1EQ?si=IZpCZBSKWrtNxYRx

LET US KNOW YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT THE BAY

We are always interested in what you have to say
about the Bay.

As the Bay of Quinte Remedial Action Plan moves
closer to its ultimate goal of removing the Bay from the
Areas of Concern list, your comments, concerns, ideas,
and questions are vitally important. Only through
community engagement will the Bay of Quinte remain
a vibrant and healthy ecosystem.

Let us know your thoughts.
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