
Over the past 40 years, the Bay of Quinte Remedial Action 
Plan (RAP) partners have worked hard to restore the Bay 
of Quinte’s water quality. Scientists have spent decades 
monitoring, researching, and analyzing all aspects of the 
Bay’s unique ecosystems. Today, the bay is a healthy and 
vibrant waterbody, full of biodiversity and the crowning jewel 
of the area. It brings in millions of tourist dollars. Is one of the 
main attractions for people moving to the area; because 
of the unique landscape and lifestyle it provides with: trails, 
conservation areas, fishing, boating, kayaking, bird watching, 
the list goes on. 

All good stuff. So, what’s up? 
The Remedial Action Plan (RAP) is close to meeting all the 
criteria and targets that were outlined when it was developed. 

In partnership locally with Lower Trent Conservation and Quinte Conservation

It’s important to understand that achieving the targets and criteria set out in the RAP doesn’t mean the work on the 
bay’s water quality is finished. There will be added pressures from population increases, urban and rural development, 
climate change, and new invasive species. The area is growing, new developments are adding more impervious surfaces 
increasing stormwater runoff and additional volume to sewage treatment plants. Waterfront living is more popular than 
ever these days, impacting shorelines and wetlands; climate change - will affect water quantity and quality, and there will 
be new invasive species - think water soldier. So, what happens next?

Over the next several years the RAP process will be complete. There needs to be a long-term vision for maintaining water 
quality in the bay, reducing harmful algae blooms and keeping the fishery sustainable.

A Phosphorus Management Plan is being developed. It addresses the additional reductions in phosphorus levels needed 
to combat the expansive growth this area is going to experience over the coming decades. Areas of focus in the plan 
are sewage treatment plants, urban storm water, and agriculture. A detailed draft of the Phosphorus Management Plan is 
available on the BQRAP web site.

 The plan will need community support and political will to drive it forward. Water quality in the bay is a responsibility 
everyone shares. If you live in the Quinte Region, the bay impacts your life in some way. Whether you get your municipal 
drinking water from it, you enjoy taking the family for a walk along the bay shore, you spend your summer boating, you’re 
an avid fisherman, or you enjoy sitting on your deck watching the tranquil bay scenery. 

You can help ensure the bay’s water quality is maintained by volunteering as a citizen scientist, talking to you neighbours 
about what goes down the storm sewer - most of the runoff goes directly into the nearest body of water - untreated, 
reporting an invasive species, and most importantly, voice your ideas, concerns, opinions, and questions to your local 
politicians, - municipal, provincial, and federal about the importance of long-term protection of the bay’s water quality. It is 
through grassroots support and action that change happens.

www.bqrap.ca
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IT’S THE NEW YEAR, NOW WHAT!

Today, the Bay of Quinte is a healthy and vibrant ecosystem.Today, the Bay of Quinte is a healthy and vibrant ecosystem.
Now, we must focus on keeping it this wayNow, we must focus on keeping it this way.

www.bqrap.ca
www.bqrap.ca


MARSH MONITORING 2025

Every year, the Bay of Quinte Remedial Action Plan (BQRAP) needs volunteer citizen scientists to survey local 
marshes to collect data on wetland birds and frogs. The survey information helps track long-term trends in species 
diversity, and abundance. An information session is hosted by Quinte area naturalist and columnist Terry Sprague 
explaining how you can become involved in surveying local inland and coastal marshes through the FrogWatch 
Ontario and Marsh Monitoring programs. 

This year, the virtual presentation is on Monday, March 3, 2025 at 7:00 pm. 
You can register on Eventbrite at https://marshmonitoring2025.eventbrite.ca

Terry will discuss both programs, the FrogWatch Ontario program, is a family-friendly activity; and the Marsh Moni-
toring Program, is more structured, ideal for the outdoors enthusiast. The FrogWatch Ontario Program records am-
phibians once a week from April through June and the results are submitted online. The Marsh Monitoring Program 
records wetland birds and frogs, between May and July. Frogs are monitored three times approximately 15 days 
apart. Wetland birds are monitored twice for 15 minutes and the monitoring must be at least 10 days apart. Moni-
toring sites are at a variety of locations like cottages, backyards, or at designated monitoring locations. 

“The information collected tells us about the presence and abundance of both species in coastal and inland 
marshes, and contributes to our understanding of these species and their habitat needs.” says Terry.

In the Bay of Quinte, the environmental challenges related to fish and wildlife populations and habitat are clas-
sified as restored, meaning they have met all the criteria outlined in the bay’s remedial action plan. That’s it, it 
doesn’t mean they are protected from the effects of climate change, population increases, and urban and rural 
development. Citizen scientists are vitally important as “boots on the ground” focusing on ensuring marshes don’t 
revert to the conditions that required a remedial action plan in the first place. 

In the past couple of years, the programs have experienced the retirement of a key number of volunteers. There 
are several important marsh locations that are available for monitoring. This presentation gives you an excellent 
overview of the two programs and support is offered to all volunteers throughout the monitoring season.

Registration closes on Monday, March 3rd at 2:00 pm. 

https://marshmonitoring2025.eventbrite.ca


Winter is a great time to plan spring projects. A great place to start is by contacting our 
stewardship technicians. They will help you with the planning and  application process. 
Details about our programs https://www.bqrap.ca/get-involved-learn/rural-stewardship/

START PLANNING FOR SPRING

Sarah Midlane-Jones
Bay of Quinte Remedial Action Plan 
Lower Trent Conservation,  
P: 613-394-3915 ext. 214 
E: smidlanejones@bqrap.ca

THE GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT

https://www.birdcount.org/

The Great Backyard Bird Count is an annual four-day 
event that engages bird enthusiasts of all ages around 
the world in counting birds to create a real-time snap-
shot of where the birds are. Anyone can participate, 
from beginners to experts. You can count for as little 
as 15 minutes on a single day, or for as long as you like 
each day of the event. It’s free, fun, and easy – and it 
helps the birds! The Great Backyard Bird Count is a joint 
program of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and Audubon 
with Canadian partner Birds Canada.

Kaitlin Maurer 
BQRAP Environmental Technician, 
Quinte Conservation, 
P: 613-968-3434 ext. 107
E: KMaurer@quinteconservaton.ca
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